IN THE DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR TULSA COUNTY

STATE OF OKLAHOMA

JUVENILE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF:
)


)

_________: _______
)
Case No. JD-____-___     

_________: _______
)
Judge __________


)
Docket __

Children under 18 years of age.
)


To-wit: D.O.B
__-__-____; __-__-____
)

MOTION TO TERMINATE PARENTAL RIGHTS OF [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] TO THE MINOR CHILD, [Client’s Name]
COMES NOW the Minor Child, [Client’s Name], by and through [his/her] attorney of record, [Name], and hereby moves to terminate the parental rights of [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] pursuant to 10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904.  In support of this Motion, the Minor Child states as follows:

1. [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] is the natural [mother/father] of [Client’s Name], minor child adjudicated to be a deprived child on [Adjudication Date].  As a result of that adjudication, the child has been placed in custody outside of the home of the natural [mother/father].
2. The Minor Child’s request to terminate the parental rights of [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] to [Client’s Name] is based on the following grounds:

A. [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] has abandoned the child. (10A Okla. Stat. §1-4-904(B)(2)).

B. [Client’s Name] is an abandoned infant. (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904(B)(3)).

C. The natural [mother/father] was permitted a period of time not less than three months to correct the conditions of [list conditions] and has failed to do so. (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904(B)(5)).  A Court-ordered individualized service plan to assist in correcting these conditions was provided to natural [mother/father] at the dispositional hearing held on [Date of Disposition]
D. The parental rights of [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] have been terminated to another child, and [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] has failed to correct the conditions of [list conditions] which led to the termination of [Natural Mother/Father’s Name]’s parental rights to that other child. (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904(B)(6)).

E. [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] has, for six of the most recent twelve months, willfully failed, refused, or neglected to contribute to the support of the child. (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904(B)(7)).

F. [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] has been convicted of {(a) permitting a child to participate in pornography} or {(b) rape or rape by instrumentation} or {(c) lewd molestation of a child under sixteen years of age} or {(d) child abuse or neglect} or {(e) enabling child abuse or neglect} or {(f) causing the death of a child as a result of the physical or sexual abuse or chronic abuse or chronic neglect of the child} or {(g) causing the death of a sibling of the child as a result of the physical or sexual abuse or chronic abuse or chronic neglect of the child's sibling} or {(h) murder of any child or aiding or abetting, attempting, conspiring, or soliciting to commit murder of any child} or {(i) voluntary manslaughter of any child} or {(j) a felony assault that has resulted in serious bodily injury to the child or another child of the parents} or {(k) murder or voluntary manslaughter of the child's parent or aiding or abetting, attempting, conspiring, or soliciting to commit murder of the child's parent}. (10A Okla. Stat. §1-4-904(B)(8)).
G. [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] has abused or neglected the child or a sibling of the child or failed to protect the child or a sibling of the child from abuse or neglect that is heinous and shocking, (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904(B)(9)).

H. [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] has previously abused or neglected the child or a sibling of the child or failed to protect the child or sibling of the child from abuse or neglect, and the child or sibling of the child has been subjected to subsequent abuse. (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904(B)(10)).

I. [Client’s Name] was conceived as a result of a rape perpetrated by [Natural Mother/Father’s Name]. (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904 (B)(11)).

J. [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] is incarcerated and the continuation of parental rights would result in harm to the child. (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904 (B)(12)).

K. [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] has a diagnosed cognitive disorder, an extreme physical incapacity, or a medical condition, including behavioral health, which renders [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] incapable or adequately and appropriately exercising parental rights, duties, and responsibilities within a reasonable time considering the age of the child and allowing the parent to have custody would cause the child actual harm or harm in the near future. (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904 (B)(13)).

L. The condition(s) that led to the deprived adjudication of this child, [list conditions] have been the subject of a previous deprived adjudication of this child or a sibling of this child, and [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] was been given an opportunity to correct the conditions which led to the determination of the initial deprived child.  (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904(B)(14)).

M. There exists a substantial erosion of the relationship between [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] and [Client’s Name] caused at least in part by {the parent’s serious or aggravated neglect of [Client’s Name]} or {physical or sexual abuse or sexual exploitation of [Client’s Name]} or {a prolonged and unreasonable absence of [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] from [Client’s Name]} or {an unreasonable failure by [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] to visit or communicate in a meaningful way with [Client’s Name]}. (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904(B)(15)).

N. [Client’s Name] was four years of age or older at the time of placement in foster care by the Department of Human Services, has been in foster care for fifteen of the most recent twenty-two months, and cannot, at the time of the filing of this motion, be safely returned to the home of [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] . (10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904(B)(16)).

O. [Client’s Name] was younger than four years of age at the time of placement in foster care by the Department of Human Services, has been in foster care for six of the most recent twelve months, and cannot be safely returned to the home of [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] .(10A Okla. Stat. § 1-4-904(B)(17)).
3. It is in the best interest of the child to terminate the parental rights of [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] to [Client’s Name].
4. Active efforts have been made to provide remedial services and rehabilitative programs designed to prevent the removal of the child from the home, and these efforts have proved unsuccessful.

5. [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] is hereby notified by service of a copy of this Motion that your failure to personally appear at the hearing or trial on this Motion on date and time specified by the court shall constitute consent to the termination of your parental rights of this child or children. If you fail to appear on the date and time specified by the Court, you will lose all legal rights to the children named in this Motion.


WHEREFORE the Minor Child requests the Court to terminate permanently all parental rights of [Natural Mother/Father’s Name] to [Client’s Name], and further to place the child in the permanent custody of the Oklahoma Department of Human Services with the right and authority to plan for the future well-being of the child and place the child for adoption. 

Respectfully submitted,

By: ________________________________

[Name], OBA #________________
[Address]
[Address]

[Phone]


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING
I hereby certify that on the filing date, I mailed with sufficient postage affixed, or hand delivered to the conflict defender delivery box established at the Tulsa County Juvenile Bureau, a true and correct copy of the above motion to: 

___________________________________

[Name]
