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Executive Director Report 
May 26, 2020 

 
Statistics (YTD) 

      
       
Open Cases                                         201 children in 163 cases  
Closed Clients since January 2020     37 children  

 
Administration  

  
TLC transitioned leadership from Elizabeth Hocker to Timothy Michaels-Johnson as of May 1, 
2020. 
 
Prior to this transition, Elizabeth Hocker and Timothy Michaels-Johnson met with the Sarkeys 
Foundation to present TLC’s program and online resources. All four of the foundation’s program 
officers attended and ultimately gave permission for TLC to submit a Letter of Inquiry requesting 
a $10,000 grant. The Letter of Inquiry was submitted May 1, 2020. 
 
TLC is forging a relationship with the Oklahoma Access to Justice Foundation. This foundation 
received funding to develop a pro bono attorney portal, an easy-to-use website for attorneys to 
locate volunteer opportunities. This project has been funded by both the Oklahoma Bar 
Foundation and the George Kaiser Family Foundation. TLC was invited to use the portal to 
recruit volunteers and an initial post has been drafted. The site is scheduled to launch June 1, 
2020. 
 
The Oklahoma Access for Justice Foundation also introduced TLC to Oklahoma Indian Legal 
Services (OILS). TLC and OILS are exploring collaboration to improve TLC’s online resources 
with ICWA specific guidelines and procedures.  
 
TLC has been exploring opportunities to develop a Legacy Giving Program to fund TLC’s 
endowment to increase self-sustainability. The Advancement Group with the Tulsa Community 
Foundation has expressed interest in working with TLC to provide a customized Legacy 
Department. More information on this will be provided during the Development Committee 
Report. 
 

Cases & Court Appearances 
 
The Executive Director represents 62 children. Courtney Nelbach, Staff Attorney, represents 65 
children. In an effort to avoid pressuring volunteers needing to focus on their own practice 
during these uncertain times, TLC has not actively sought volunteers to take new clients. Due to 
the caseload of the Staff Attorney, the Executive Director has been representing all new clients 
referred to TLC for the past 8 weeks. Efforts to assign cases to volunteers should renew in June 
2020. 
 
TLC made extraordinary efforts to keep volunteers informed on the changes to court procedures 
each week. Due to the ever changing nature of these procedures, each volunteer with a case 
set the following week receives an individualized email about their case and how the Court 
intends to hold their upcoming hearing, whether by paper review of email exchanges or 
videoconference on the Bluejeans platform.  
 



2 
 

2020 Grant Requests  
 

 
 

Training 
 

Timothy Michaels-Johnson was invited to speak at Haruv from the Couch on May 21, 2020. 
Alana Hughes of the Schusterman Foundation instigated this invitation. She was impressed by 
TLC’s online resources and agreed they would be helpful to social workers. 
  
On May 29, TLC will provide its first CLE-approved webinar, introducing attorneys to the online 
resources available on the TLC website. The Oklahoma Bar Foundation (OBF) advertised this 
training on their social media. As this will be TLC’s first webinar, members of the Board of 
Directors are encouraged to register and attend to offer feedback on how to improve the 
experience. This training is aimed at meeting the goal of TLC’s OBF grant to more widely 
disperse TLC’s online resources. 
 
TLC intends to provide the annual training on Title 10A and child representation in August, date 
to be determined. Additional work is needed to modify the course and determine how the 
training may be provided virtually. 
 
 

Events 
  

Fun with Friends, formerly scheduled for April 16, 2020, was postponed due to restrictions on 
large gatherings. The Development Committee hopes to hold the event in the fall. 
 

The Volunteer Appreciation Event is anticipated to be held in November 2020. The 
Development Committee hopes to hold an in-person event as restriction on large gatherings are 
lifted. 


